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A Letter from the 


'M S? R, | $ I Wm 
—I—ILALE Houſes of Parliament haye 

C h>&\ I; - ©. : 
$I received Information, T hat beeaule 


"BS the Commitrtee at Shrewsbury cauled 
\ thirteen Irifh Rebels caken in Holti- 
_ lity againſt the Parliament to ſuffer 


death; according to an Ordigance of Parliament 


herewith ſent ; therefore by your expreſſe Com- 


-mands thirceen Englith Proteſtants, who had 
Quarter given them by your Officers thar took | 
them Prifoners , were notwithſtanding murthered 


upon ccole blood; and that you have relolvedro 
rocced in the ſame manner for the future; A Re- 
lation and. Reſolution ſo ſtrange, that the truth 


thercof might juſtly be ſuſpeed, were it not cer- 
rificd by Letters from that Committee of the 24. 
of Marchlaſt,to the Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, and by a letter of the 23. of March ſent to the 


_ - ſameCommitreeby your direction, and ſubſcribed 


by one RalphGoodwin your Secretary ( as 1 am in- 
formed ) which doth own and avow the fact. And 
therefore the rwo Houſes of Parliament being 


dceply affected with ſuch cruel] Maſſacres com» 
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=. - | lives they value as theirewn, have commanded me 
to acquaint your Highnheſſe, Tharit is evidentby 
 andoubted proof}, that the Rebels of Fdland (whar 
ever they pretended ro ſome on this {ide'the Sea) 
did really im<hd-by thar' odious! Rebellion, 'to 
wereſt char Kingdom, for ever, from the Crown of 

| England, to the urter deſhereſon of. the'Kins,, and 
TT © HisPolterity; andco citifpaterheEnglifh Nation, 
| wid Proceſtant Religion, And for that purpoſe 
| Haveſvlliciced, bytheir Agents; chebringiogover 
ofipawerfull -Aids from Forraign: parts, to afliſt 
them in'chis their intended Conquelt 4; and baye 

_ Jer up the Spaniſh Colours publiquely , - both-ac 

| Wexford and Galloway ; have cauſed rheir a &ins, 
| - Officers;andothers, to'miake Oath beforetheir ti- 
Ef: © eularCleryy; That they ſhall not ſufteranyEnglilh, 
FF. - _ orProteſtant co-livein'that Kingdom, Thar they 
\proſecured-rhis, horrid deſigat by murthering, 
La ; drowning; burningalive;aod tcrving, 
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= -withinftew Monerhs in one Province,ohehyndied 
_ fifty four thouſand of harmlefſe ;Brinith Prote- 
_ ftanrs, Men, Women, and-Children -withour di- 
= _ ftinationof Age; or Sex, without any Provocati- 
Rs on\given, bur living ſecurely bychem, in a full-and 
3M fated Prace, ' Thatthe King fioſt by Proclamation 
arrcfted by 'His own Royall Signiture 'and'privic 
Signet, hath proclaimed chem Traytors, _—_ 
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'bels; and fince that time, both King and Parlia- 
"ment, by four ſevcrall AQs of” Parliament, have 
declared and {tiled them in theſame manner, And 
farther, His Majeſty, by Act of Parliament , hath 
'tonſented, Thar all Pardons granted tothem, or 
'any of them before atrainder, ſhall beyoid. Now 
that ſuch bloody barbarous Mifcreants, fo odious 
"both ro: God and] Men, fo obnoxious ro' Law 
and Juſtice(even by rhejudgernent of both fides) 
coming out of Treland (where they neither did give 
nor receive Quarter) to, burn and Jay waſte this 
*Kingdom, asrhey have done that, ſhould after all 
this beadmitted to receive Quarterhere, and can- 
Tequently be made equall in Exchange wich the 
Engliſh Nation, and.Protcſtants : The Lords and 
Commons of the Parliament of England, cannor 
with Religion, Honour, or Juſtice, in any ſort con» 
ſcntuntoic ; And hayvecommanded me toletyoyt 
Highneſle, and all other Commanders on tharſide 


know, Thatif hereafter, upon executing the Iriſh 


Reb:ls, in purſuance of that juſt Ordinance, any 
unjult pretext ſhall be made, ro murther, incoole 
blood, any Officer, Souldier, or Scaman in the ſer. 
vice of the Parliament, :T hatctherwa Houles have: 
'rclolved, and do hereby declare, Thar for every Ot- 
ficer, Souldicr, or Seaman ſocaulclclly maſſacre 


they (hall, and muſt (rhough with deep ſorrows. 


and reluQancy) caufe ſo maiy of the Priſoners re- 
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maining in their power. to be put to death in the 
ſame manner. *And therefore do earneſtly deſire 
your Highnefle, and all other your inferiour Com- 
manders , to-forbear by ſuch prodigious Cruelty, 
.to embaſe the yalue of the Engliſh Nation, which 
they are confident will: be reccnted with indigna- 
tion, even by thoſe Engliſh Proteſtants, who are 
forthe.preſent deceived into Arms againſt the Pro- 
teftant Religion, and the Parliament of England: 
.To.whom they ſhall be ready to allow Quarter, 
andequallexchangeas before, and for whom they 
daily pray, "Fhat Almighty God would open ther 
eycs,and reducethem-into the right way., Sir, this 
being all I haycin command , I rake my leave, and 


rematn. - 
Your bumble Servant 


ESSEX. 
Weſtminſter he 4. of 04s 
April} 1645» 
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T De 'Lozds and Commons aſſembled in the Par- 
lament of England, do declare, That no Muartey 
ſhall be given hereafter, to any Jriſh-man, noz to any 
Papiſts whatſoever bozn tn Ircland , which thall be 
taken in hoitility againſt the Parltament,etther upon 
the=ea, oz within this Kingdom, o2 Dominion of 
Walcs; And therefoze do D2der and Ozdain, That 
the £02d Generall, Lozd Admiral, and all other Of- 
ficers and Commanders, both by Sea and Land, 
hall except alt Jriſh:men, and all Papilts boznin 
Ireland out of all Capitulations, Agreements, and 
Compoſitions hereafter to be made with the Tnemy; - 
And ſhall upon the taking of every ſuch Jriſhman, 
o2 Papiſt bozn im lrcland, ag afozeſaid, fozthwith put 
every ſuch: perſon to Death. And tis further Oz- 
dered and D2dained, That the Lozd General, Lo:d 
Admirall, and the Committees of the ſeveralt Cotn- 
fires do give ſpeedy notice Hereof to all fubozdinate 
Dfftcers and Commanders by Sea, and Land reſpe- 
£tively , whoare hereby-required to uſe their utmoik 
care and circumſpection, that this Ozdinance be 
duly executed. Andlaſtly, the Lozds and Commons 
do declare, That every Officer and Commander by 
Sea 02 Land that ſhall be remille, oz negligent tn ob- 
ſerving the tenoz of this O2zdinance, ſhall be reputed 
a favourer of that bloody Rebellion of Ircland, and 
ſhall be [yable to ſuch condigne puniſhment. as the 
Auf fo both Houſes. of Parliament ſhall inflict 
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Hs Highneſſe Prince Ruperts en/wer þ 


eMy Lord, | 
MAWBISS Reccived your Lordhips Letter of 
MES the 4. of this Monecth on the 11, _ 
DD) ES 2nd cannot but wonder, thatic | 
2% E*=4 thould ſeem firange to the two .. |+ 
| SZ Houſlcs, that I ſhould cauſe thoſe | * 

ELISA Priſoners which were taken in -.. |- 
Anns agamft His Majeſty to be uſed in the ſame = 
manner, and by the ſame mcaſure, as His Ma- | 


zeſtics good Subjects taken Priſoners fin the At ; 


of rheir duty, arc uſed by thoſe that fake them. 
"Theſe Souldiers of mine, which were barbaroufly 


- murthered, incold blood , after Quarter given to 


them, at Shrewſbury, were thoſe who during the 
time they were in Jreland ſerved His Majeſty ſtour- 
ly. conltantly, and faithfully againſt the Rebels 


of thar Kingdom, avdafter the Ceflation there, 


were by His Majeitics Command tranſported oe) 
ſcrve him; 11 this, where they honeſtly performed 


the duty of Souldicrs ; and therefore I wereagn- | 


worthy of che Command I hold under His _ 
. yeity 


(7) 


F Fug jeſty.if upon fo bigh a provocation, and fo nn- 
*. heard of an Ac of injultice, asthe putting thoſe 


poor honeſt men' to death, I had notlet the Au- 


thours of that Maſſacre know, that their own men 


malt pay the price of ſuch Acts of Inhumaniry, 
and be uſed as they uſe their Brethren : And there. 
fore I cauſcd the like number (to whom Quarter 
was no otherwiſe given then to the former) ro be 
*putto death in the ſame manner as had bcen 
done at Shrewſbury. How the Rebellion in Trelard 
began, and with what circumſtances of blood and 
cruclty it hath been carryed on, (che ediouſicſle 
whereof, and of all other Rebellions is apparcar, 
and all good men muſt abhorre) is not applica- 
+ bletocthis Argument; (I wilh the temper of this 


Kingdom had becn, or yet wereſuchas mightbe 


applycd to the compoſure of that) Your Lord(hip - 


hath in that Army many Souldiers, who ſeryed 
His Majeſty in that Kingdom of Ireland, yet to 
thoſe. Souldiers when taken Priſoners, Quarter is 
given, and obſcrved oa this ſide, the like muſt be 
expectcd from you; And if irfhould beotherwiſc, 
and that Quarter ſhould be denyed to all thoſe 
who have been Proclaimed Traytors and Rebels, 
or who by Al gf Parliament are ſuch, this War 
will be much more mercilefle and bloody then ir 
hath been, or then any good man,or truc Engs 

 Mhmancan defire to fee it : Lam ſure ſuch 1tigour 


B {hall 


We (03-. 

(hall be prevented by all the intereſt and power 1 
have. Neither can that threat and menace in 
your Lord(hips Letter, of the reſolution rouſe fuch 
Priſoners as tal be raken of His Majeſties Army 
for the furure- make any other impreſſton in me, 
then' of gricf and ſadnefle of hearr ro ſee ſuch In- 
juſtice an Inhumanity, a proceeding contrary to 
the Laws of Nature and Nations, contrary to the 
Rules and Cuſtoms of Warrc in any part of the 
Chriſtian World, ſo dcliberately and. folemnly 
refolved, declared, and publiſhed. If there ſhould 
be an Ordinangy made that there (hgu'd be nd' 
Quarter givento any Souldiers'under-my Com- 
mand, and an expectation rhat thoſe under yours | 
ſh >uld receive F@uarter, would your Lordthip cx- # 
ped thar I ſubmirro ſuch.an Ordinanee, Thus is 
the caſe. Fhaveraken Prifoners of choſe who have 
raken Arms again!t His Majcſty of all Nations, 
Engliſh; Scorch, Iriſh, French, Darch, Walloons, 
of all Religions & Oppinions that are avowed by 
Chriſtians, and hayc always allowed them Quar- 
rer,and equall Exchange,(how-uncquall ſocver the 
quarrel! & contention is, & what judgement ſoe- 
verthe Law hath determined upon ſuch Perſons) 
and (hall do fo fill, hoping that Almighty God 
will opct the eycsof thoſe who have been ſtrange- 
ly deceivedinto Arms againſt, and tothe ſcandall 
a1d deltruion of the Proteltant Religion, ( in 
”, | which 
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which all men know Js bin born,& for which 
they have rcaſon enough to belicveÞ will dyc)and 

the Parliament of England, aſſembled by His Ma« 
 jeſties Command, and of which His Majclty is the 
' head, and will recover andreducethoſe, who our 
of ambition or malice haye made thole paths, in 
whichthe other have trod, to their Picty rowards 
their Maker, and their Allegiance towards their 
Soveraign: Burifthe contrary courſe ſhall be held, 
and any Priſoners under my Command ſhall be 
taken, executed, and murthered in cold blood, 
under whay ſenſclefſe and unjuſt=xrctence ſoever, 
for every Officer and Souldier 10- cauſcleſly and 
barbarouſly murthered, I will cauſe ſo many of 
the Priſoners rewaining in my Pawer-to be putto 

cath in the ſame manner, and 1 doubt nor bur 
the blood of thoſe miſcrable men, who ſhall ſo 
ſuffer by my Order, as well as o%thoſe who ſhall 
be butcher'd by that Ordinance your Lordſhip 
m:ntions, ſhall be required at their hands, who 
by their cruell examples impole a neceſſity upon 
ocher men to obſerve the Rules they lay down. 
And I -cannor bur expreſle a gfeat ſenſe to your 
Lord{hip, that fince His Majclties gracious offers 
and importunity for Peace will |not be hearkned 
unto, by theſe prodigious reſolutions expreſſed in 
- your Lordſnips Letter, the Warfe is like tobe ſo 
managed, that the Engliſh Nation is in danger 
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of deſtroying 760 


enriepaticn) Sdcgencratihg; into {uchan atiimo- 
liry and crucky har all climents of Charity, Com- 


paſlion, - arid\Yrox hely . Aﬀection. thall be ex- 
tinguiſhed:! pope : they ovhoſe opinions and rc- 


folurions you#Eordfhip: hach impaited to me 
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